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Sociclogists, anthropelogists
and congervationists are gath-
ered in Wadi Dana for cpen
discourse’ on the cuwrrent
lmpm of waldlife conserva-
tion on the lives and liveli-
hoods. of mabile pmp[: in
remote areas. - -

Her - Roval ng!tncss
Princess Basma, who acted as
patron of the event, pointed
cut that Jordan is ne stranger
to the issue of mebile people
as many of its’ people com-

prise both’ rhe. indigenous
ECL{'DHJ.II . refugees.
Princess an:s".an told the
aﬂender:s to the comference

““Mobile People  and
CGﬂSEn"E.t[Gﬂ that - sericus
considerations tly need
to be addr in refation to
the use of Jordan's remaining
natural areas.

These communities, she
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said, “should net be forced to
give up their ways of life or

their culture, nor should they

bc displaced by development
r by long-term and large-
sml:: comumercial tourism.”
Settled communities have
been the focus of most debate
conceming conservation and
sustainable: ° develcpment,
said - conference  speaker
Dawn Chatty, deputy director
of the Refiigee Studies Centre
of Oxford University. ~
Kahlid Irani of the Royal
Society for the Conservation
of ' Nature (RSCN)} faiked
about the initiafives prometed
i Dana and- Wadi Rum,
which are predominantly eco-
nomically oriented, focusing
on- creafing income-generat-
ing :"and ' job- dpportunities,

linked to the nature ‘reserve

and the philosophy of canser-
vation
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These narwre-based socie-
BCONOMIC programumes have
contributed towards changing
local perceptions and aii-
tudes 0 nature conservation
and "have brought about
greatsr community. support
Eﬂf:l-. %nvaiveE;sm Irani said.

TINCess ma expressed
gratitude to Chatty for organ-
1sing the event and providing
an opportmity’” for varous
countries to assess the Dana
initiative as well as relate to
the RSCN's experience.

The four-day conference is
hosted at the Wadi Dana
Nature Reserve by the
Refugees © Studies - Centre,
Queen  Elizabeth  House,
DLcrd, in collaboration wnﬂl

~ Durrell - Instiute  of
..,mstr'raum . " and
Eovironment, - the * [UCN
World  Commission  of
Protected Areas and Oxfam.,



